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Children with special educational needs require extra commitment and care from those looking after
them.  This can be more challenging than caring for able learners. Parents of these children can benefit
from training to gain a comprehensive understanding of how to support them. This is something which
the Center for Child Evaluation & Teaching strongly advocates. Specialist training provides a valuable
resource for parents and teachers alike to be able to develop the abilities and potential of these children.

We ask parents to make undergoing training a priority, so as to learn how best to help their special needs
children. This is important because children interact with their families, and trust their parents.  They are
affected by what parents say and do, and parents can help them to become more confident.

Most special educational or behavior modification programs for children with learning difficulties stress
the importance of the impact of parents and family life on the child's development.  Learning difficulties
specialists and teachers need to work in collaboration with the family.  This underlines the importance of
the family's role.  They must educate themselves.  This can be done by reading books and studying
Internet sites on learning difficulties, or by attending workshops and lectures. This year, the Center has
offered many workshops and lectures for parents both locally and regionally.

I hope that our efforts will assist parents in supporting their children, and I would like to thank all at CCET
who have put their sincere dedication into making this Center a special place.  It is my wish that we shall
see even greater success.

Mr. Abdullah Al-Sharhan
Chairman of the Board of Directors

TRAINING IS THE KEY!
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The Center for Child Evaluation & Teaching

difficulties.

difficulties

difficulties

difficulties

 is a non-profit organization established in Kuwait in 1984.  It
is the first and largest organization of its kind dedicated to supporting individuals with learning
difficulties, their families, teachers and other professionals to overcome the challenges of learning

CCET seeks to engage with diverse audiences and benefactors, at the local, regional and international
level, on how to provide scientific-based information on learning in both English and Arabic so
as to raise awareness, build capacity and share knowledge on best practices while dealing with the daily
challenges of teaching disabled individuals.

CCET is gaining recognition particularly in UK and USA among those in the learning arena. The
center can, without doubt, be considered a beacon in the region where there is a great need for more
help of this nature.

CCET believes that every individual matters, and that enabling individuals with learning and
supporting them in a culture of care will ultimately enable them to contribute fully and positively in the
community they live in.



CCET's MORNING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Our Achievements

CCET's Morning Program offers remedial intervention programs for students enrolled in government
schools who have learning difficulties. Specialists in the different areas of learning difficulties work
individually or in groups with students.  CCET starts at 3  grade and goes up to the 9  grade.  Thus, it is
our aim that the student will return to mainstream education after a period of time at CCET.  We
endeavor to develop these students into confident and independent learners.

Our enrollment has increased for this school year from 93 to 120 students.  And we recruited a new
counselor to offer more individual sessions that help students face their personal and academic
challenges, in particular, on life skills.  These included study skills and how to build and maintain social
relationships.

We continue to focus on training. Our English language teachers completed a 90-hour Orton Gillingham
multi-sensory language course. In addition, Australian trainers gave a workshop series on Protective
Behavior that was attended by teachers, parents, and students.

We have installed 40 new computers and overhead projectors and more visual aids in the classrooms. A
special physical training course has been developed during the year, and this will be integrated with the
other subjects in the curriculum.
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CCET's EVENING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

Our Achievements

CCET's Evening Program provides support for students of any nationality with learning difficulties, in
particular those without access to specialist help. This includes students who are unable to gain places in
our Morning Educational Program. Our programs are offered in Arabic and English. We also provide
diagnostic services for Arabic, English, and Math for applicants before they are enrolled in the program.
Each student has an individual education plan (IEP) drawn up according to their ability and the results of
their assessment.

In 2008 we had 118 students enrolled. They received support in English, Math, Science and Arabic.

In cooperation with the Training Unit, the Evening Program also offered training to its teachers. One of
the lectures was titled “Multiple Intelligence,” which was attended by 22 teachers.

The Evening Educational Program has been active in spreading awareness in schools about learning
difficulties. Visits to the schools attended by some of the Evening Education Program's students are
ongoing where teachers and counselors are instructed how best to manage students with learning
difficulties, and how to support and encourage them.

In addition, parents can get advice on how to deal with the various challenges their children face.
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Our students participated in different extra
curricular activities. These included
completing a Sadu weaving course,
submitting artwork to the annual Foreign
Schools' Art Competition at the Radisson SAS
Hotel, and performing in a concert at the
Holiday Inn Hotel.  In addition, a visit to the
Al Babtain Library was made possible by
assistance from the Cultural Section of the
American Embassy, Kuwait.  We have formed
links with Dr. Tarek Al Bakri, a children's
author, and the children's magazine 'Awlad
wa Banat'. Students have been asked to
contribute to this publication.

We are proud to report that some of our
students returned to mainstream schools this
year, where they have been achieving
excellent grades.  Other former students are
now undergraduates at universities both in
Kuwait and overseas.



CCET's TRAINING UNIT

Our Achievements

Our contribution to CCET includes both training and research in addition to spreading awareness and
understanding of learning difficulties.  We provide training in identifying learning difficulties and how to
effectively support individuals with these problems. We train teachers, educational psychologists, social
psychologists and others involved in education, and parents. Our training is targeted at not just the
classroom but the whole school or educational institution. Our team visits government schools and
other educational organizations throughout Kuwait. The unit also provides a consultation and advisory
service on learning difficulties training. Team members keep themselves well briefed on all the latest
developments and research within the learning difficulties field.  We have also run training courses for
similar institutions to CCET within the Arab world.

We have concluded an agreement with Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences to present
a series of lectures, symposia, and workshops. This funding will allow us to continue our program of
school visits. As part of this program, we have managed to deliver two teacher training courses, a
training course for educational psychologists, and a training course for parents.

We have also conducted over 100 school lectures, workshops and seminars alone during 2008.  We
have concluded an agreement with the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development who is partially
funding our "Partners in Inclusion" project.  This is a training program which encourages closer Arab to
Arab exchange programs.  During 2008, we visited the Arab Republic of Syria, the United Arab
Emirates, and the Arab Republic of Egypt. A summary of the project may be found on the next page.

PARTNERS IN INCLUSION PROJECT

Our Progress

This project aims to encourage inclusion within schools throughout the Arab world. By sharing knowledge
and experience gained over many years at CCET, we can help to spread the concept of inclusion. Partial
funding from the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development allows CCET to provide training and
assistance to many official bodies, semi-government organizations and NGOs involved in helping those
with learning difficulties in neighboring countries.

In this way, knowledge is transferred from Arab country to Arab country, allowing them to build their own
capacity. We begin by signing a Memorandum of Understanding with each organization. This is followed
by a visit by a team from our Training Unit, our Assessment Unit, and other members of staff to conduct
full training. The training includes multi-sensory learning techniques.  Such efforts will help children in
the Arab world with learning difficulties and enable them to progress and gain academic qualifications.

We recently visited The Syrian Organization for the Disabled (AMAL) in April 2008, the Sharjah Higher
Colleges of Technology in the United Arab Emirates, and the Egyptian Association for the Advancement of
Skills of Children with Special Needs (ADVANCE). We plan to visit the Prince Salman Center for Disability
Research in The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Tunisian Disability Association in Tunisia. The hope is
that the training given can be built upon, and our teams will return at a later stage to bring the most up-
to-date diagnostic tests as we develop them. The funds we receive allow us to offer this service to all
organizations without charge.
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CCET's PUBLIC RELATIONS AND MEDIA UNIT

Our Achievements

Our PR and Media Unit publicizes the services offered by CCET and spreads awareness about learning
difficulties. We promote the image of CCET as a center of excellence for research, intervention programs,
and providing training and resources for those with learning difficulties.  Within CCET, we foster close
collaboration amongst all members of staff and work to build a team spirit. CCET relies on generous
benefactors for funding, so we produce literature to inform potential donors about the center's work.
Members of the team visit companies and individuals to discuss funding needs and projects for which the
center needs support.  During workshops and training sessions we provide translation services. We also
represent CCET in various exhibitions which are linked to educating individuals about the different types
of learning difficulties.

The CCET magazine is an important PR tool for the center.  We have made several changes to better
reflect the image of the center.  These have included using more material from our own in-house experts.
In addition, we are now able to do all the design and graphic work in house.  The team has also produced
a series of leaflets in both English and Arabic which explain about different types of learning difficulties
and simple strategies to help student with these problems. We have built up strong relations with various
media organizations in Kuwait and they have been cooperative in covering our lectures, workshops,
events, and other news.  Our department has represented CCET at many exhibitions and events in
schools, universities, and NGOs.  We have produced a gift bag to hand out at such events and to visitors.
CCET has been working with Kuwait University to develop a learning difficulties diploma, and our
department has been translating articles and papers from English to Arabic for this purpose. We have also
begun an extensive campaign to publicize CCET's National Helpline.

CCET's ASSESSMENT UNIT

Our Achievements

Type of Cases Number of Cases

The Assessment Unit is an essential part of the Evaluation Department (which also encompasses the
Test Development Unit). It provides assessment and diagnostic services for individuals with a wide
range of special needs.  Assessments are offered in either Arabic or English.  This service is open to the
public.  Following an assessment, one of our qualified psychologists will discuss the findings with the
parents and a report is drawn up with recommendations.

During the year we have made significant changes to our administration process along with the
recruitment of more diagnosticians.  This has resulted in the waiting time for appointments falling to
between two and a half and three months.  Further changes should lead to this being further reduced.
Between September 2007 and September 2008, we assessed 395 children, an average of 32 a month.
We have also been working on identifying specific criteria for indicating learning difficulties, and are
now in the process of gaining approval of these criteria from the Higher Council for Disabled Affairs.
The Policy and Procedures document for the Assessment Unit has been updated, and the educational
psychologists have received various types of training.  Educational psychologists were also involved in
training within Kuwait and abroad with the Training Unit.  Some educational psychologists attended
international conferences on topics related to their field of expertise.

Cases that were interviewed 432
Psychological and Educational Evaluation 184
Psychological Evaluation only 156
Educational Evaluation only  25
Telephone consultations  30
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THE INTERACTIVE AWARENESS RESOURCE

Earlier this year, CCET completed an interactive resource which is both a DVD and a CD. It was
developed to spread information about learning difficulties. Titled 'Understanding Learning Difficulties',
users of this resource can watch a 30 minutes documentary on LD or choose from ten topics which can
be read, listened to, or printed out in either English or Arabic.  As this was the first resource of its kind to
be developed in the Arab world, a team of leading learning difficulties and media professionals from
different disciplines worked on this project. This included Dr. Charles Haynes of Massachusetts General
Hospital in USA, Dr. Nibal Bourisly of the Department of Mass Communications at Kuwait University,
Prof. John Everatt of Canterbury University, New Zealand, Mr. Martin Turner, a leading UK learning
difficulties assessment specialist, and experts from CCET.

Kuwait Awqaf Public Foundation Waqf Fund for Health Development financed this project. The
expertise for mass communications was funded by the Supreme Council for Planning and Development
in cooperation with the United Nations Development Program, Kuwait. This has allowed CCET to offer
this resource free of charge to schools and to the public. 10,000 copies have been produced and are
being distributed to 800 schools in Kuwait. This resource is also being distributed to sister organizations
around the Arab world to help them to spread awareness in their countries. In this way, parents and
teachers not just in Kuwait, but throughout the region will benefit from greater understanding of
learning difficulties.

THE LEARNING DIFFICULTIES LIBRARY

Our Achievements

CCET's Learning Difficulties Library provides a scholarly information resource for teachers, researchers,
parents, undergraduate and graduate students, and those interested in learning difficulties.  Our library
will also be a means of cooperation with others in this field, as CCET will be forging links with other
libraries as a means of promoting, sharing, and collaborating in research projects.

The library was inaugurated in June 2008. It is the Middle East's first dedicated learning difficulties library
with resources in both Arabic and English. Our thanks Kuwait Awqaf Public Foundation Waqf Fund for
Health Development for providing funding, which has enabled us to purchase, catalogue, and index
4,000 titles to date. The library provides instant access to electronic database and academic search
engines and relevant educational and scientific publications and magazines. There are other educational
materials such as DVDs, CDs, educational games and video tapes available to teachers. In addition, there
are also reference books on social, psychological, medical, emotional and behavioral issues related to
learning difficulties. We have a unified index and search system which matches that of Kuwait University
and the Ministry of Education (Horizon Automated Library Software). This allows professionals at these
institutions to locate publications within our library and to reserve them online if required.
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THE LD NATIONAL HELPLINE

Our Achievements

CCET provides a national telephone enquiry service for a broad range of issues related to learning
difficulties. The service is free of charge and is open to the public Sunday through Thursday, 7:30 am -
5:30 pm. Our database is extensive and includes details on special educational institutions in Kuwait
and overseas.

The National Helpline was inaugurated in June 2008. A comprehensive training scheme for the staff was
funded by Kuwait Awqaf Public Foundation Waqf Fund for Health Development. The funds also provided
equipment and furnishings for our dedicated Helpline offices. The staff has been given manuals
compiled by a team of training experts which explain the main types of enquiries and how to deal with
them.

CCET launched a major publicity campaign to inform the public of the Helpline’s services and
information was sent to 700 government schools about the service. Additionally, the service was
promoted at a series of exhibitions where CCET staff briefed visitors and distributed brochures.

CCET's Research and Conference Unit

1. INCLUSION QUALITY MARK PROJECT (IQM)

Progress

Goal

CCET seeks to establish a reputation for itself as a leading regional research centre concerned with
applied research in the area of learning disabilities amongst monolingual Arabic speakers. We believe
that regional applied research is necessary as the effects of language and culture on learning difficulties
cannot be underestimated.

The Unit understands the importance of building on previous work conducted in other languages while
attempting to make procedures as appropriate as possible for Arabic speaking children.

In 2008, the Unit started working on the following three projects:

There are many children with learning difficulties who are in need of help. To be able to provide quality
assistance to each of these children is beyond the resources of a single organization. However, by
working together with the Ministry of Education and with schools, much can be achieved to help students
with LDs such as dyslexia, dyscalculia, dyspraxia, ADHD, and memory or concentration problems, and
give them a chance to achieve their potential.

CCET is developing inclusion with a view to launching a pilot scheme in ten to fifteen schools. Inclusion
Quality Mark (IQM) is a UK based consultancy that awards certificates to schools that are inclusive.
Inclusive schools integrate students with learning difficulties into their mainstream classrooms when
possible  and ensure that they receive appropriate support and equal opportunities to learn and progress.
IQM has a set of criteria and guidelines which can be used to transform a school through a change in
policies, teacher training, improvements in the function of the buildings, and good leadership. Those
schools which achieve the goals set by IQM are transformed, and both the able and the less able students
benefit. CCET has been in discussions with IQM to develop this concept for Kuwait with criteria adapted to
local conditions and cultural norms. The aim would be to have certification from both CCET and IQM. Over
the past three years, a step by step plan has been drawn up to provide guidelines as to how this could be
implemented.

Currently, CCET has funding from UNESCO and UNDP.  As soon as we secure further financial support, the second
phase of the project can continue.
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Phasing of Main Goals

What has been achieved in the year 2008

ULTISENSORY STRUCTURED LANGUAGE PROGRAM

Goal

The main goal of this long term project (4-5 years) is to produce an Arabic Multi-Sensory Structured
Language (MSL) program. This program will be individualized and structured to be used for teaching
persons who have moderate to severe difficulties with learning to read and spell in Arabic.  The program
will be designed for use in a one-to-one or small group (two-three students) tutorial setting and will focus
on Modern Standard Arabic generic to the Gulf Region.  Areas of literacy targeted will be early reading
skills (phonological awareness and letter awareness), decoding/encoding, fluency, as well as vocabulary
and morphological skills. While the material will be geared primarily for Chall* reading stages 1-3
(approximate reading and spelling grade levels K/1 through 3/4), it will be packaged in such a way as to
be appropriate for use with students of older grade school ages and above.

The project will occur in a sequence of three, overlapping phases:

Phase 1. Preparation: The groundwork will be laid for the project and curricular materials as well as
accompanying manuals will be developed.

Phase 2.  Implementation: The pilot curriculum and accompanying teacher training and supervision will
be implemented and evaluated.

Phase 3. Revision and Dissemination:  Curricular materials will be evaluated, feedback will be integrated
and materials will be published.

Phase 1. Preparation and initial data gathering, detailed objectives achieved.
1. Formative evaluation of instructional needs in Arabic reading and spelling via questionnaire (design,

dissemination, data gathering, data analysis).
2. Formative evaluation of instructional needs in Arabic spelling based on empirical data available through

the Ministry of Education (pattern analysis) and previous research on Arabic.
3. Formative evaluation of instructional needs in Arabic reading based on empirical data (design of

measures, dissemination, data gathering, pattern analysis).
4. Training of CCET's faculty on the MSL English program to provide experience with MSL structured

programming methods. Training of the Implementation Team in English MSL methods.
5. Production of a quantitative and qualitative analysis of CCET students' fluency (contextual oral

reading) errors and spelling errors with implications for the content of the MSL curriculum. The
study involved 93 students who attended the Morning Program, grades three through nine.

6. Collection and typing of the Ministry of Education's Arabic, Islamic Education, Math and
Science textbooks for grades one through five.

7. Analysis of the data in terms of word and letter frequency analyses within and across grade
levels using a computer program.

The team will continue to develop the first edition of the teacher’s manual along with other educational
aids.

* Chall, Jeanne S. 1983. Stages of Reading Development. New York: McGraw-Hill.

2. TEST DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Progress

Goals

The project focuses on developing up-to-date accurate and reliable assessment tests in Arabic which
reflect international standards. These will be nationally standardized so as to be linguistically
appropriate, culturally fair, and relevant for the students assessed by our Assessment Unit. This will
equip our educational psychologists with effective early identification and assessment tools which will
incorporate some of the latest advances in the field of learning difficulties.

This project commenced in May 2008 and is due to complete in December 2010.  Five core tests are
being developed:

1. TOP - Test of Phonology
2. TOR - Test of Reading
3. TOM - Test of Memory
4. MOT - Morphology and Orthography Test
5. TOWS - Test of Writing and Spelling

The team involved in this project has utilized research, tests, and information both from within CCET
and from external sources. They have developed a prototype for each of the five areas above. These
prototypes were subjected to testing and evaluation prior to a pilot trial administered to 1000 pupils in
grades two to five in government schools in the Farwania and Asema governorates of Kuwait.

A Memorandum of Understanding has been signed between CCET and Prince Salman Center for
Disability Research in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.  CCET's Test Development Project team is now
working to develop these tests simultaneously in both countries. A group of 1000 students in KSA is also
involved in the pilot scheme.  The combined results will be examined at the end of the study. This
project is run in collaboration with Kuwait University, King Abdul Aziz University, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, University of Canterbury, New Zealand, and Massachusetts General Hospital Institute of Health
Professions, United States of America.

The test development process will follow a number of phases. A second and possibly third pilot will be
required.  After this, standardization and norms can be established.
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Individual Donors

CCET is very grateful to the following individuals for their generosity and support. They have been
key factors in the success of the Center.

20

Corporate Donors

CCET would like to thank the following organizations for their constant support over the years. It has
enabled us to undertake many projects both for the benefit of Kuwait and for the Arab world. We hope to
continue with these successful partnerships through the future.
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Project Funder
Series of Lectures, Symposia, and

Workshops
Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences

CCET Visiting Experts Program Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences

Learning Difficulties Library

Arab Fund for Economic and Social
Development

Partners in Inclusion  Project

Awqaf Public Foundation Waqf Fund
for Health Development

CCET’s National Helpline Awqaf Public Foundation Waqf Fund
for Health Development

Learning Difficulties Interactive Resource Awqaf Public Foundation Waqf Fund for Health
Development, the United Nations Development
Project, the Supreme Council for Planning &
Development

Multi -Sensory Structured Project in Arabic Awqaf Public Foundation Waqf Fund
for Health Development

Test Development Project
 and Prince Salman Center for

Center for Child Evaluation and
Teaching
Disability Research

Developing a Computer-based
Dyscalculia Screener in Arabic

Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences

Fedda Al-Khalid

Anwar Al-Mulla

Lolwa Al-Sager

Shrouk Abdul-Aziz Al-Ghanim

Badriya Al-Ghunaim

Dana Al-Mulla

Nabila Al-Mulla

Fadwa Yacoub Al-Humaidhi

Saleh Yacoub Al-Humaidhi

Ghanima Al-Zeben

Wafeeka Al-Thaqeb


